Diagnosis and prognosis of early cancer of the colon and rectum.
Diagnostic methods for the cancer of the colon and rectum were compared in two groups of patients, i.e., patients of stage A malignancy in the Dukes classification, and those with the so-called "early cancer of the colon and rectum", and the best way to find cancer of the colon and rectum in its early stage was investigated. At the same time, the prognosis of early cancer of the colon and rectum was studied by the use of the relative survival rate. The following results were obtained. 1) The so-called "early cancer of the colon and rectum", of which invasion was limited to the mucosa and submucosa, can be correctly diagnosed by the combined application of both biopsy and exfoliative cytology under direct vision even before surgery and/or polypectomy. 2) Cancer of the colon and rectum is considered to be a curable disease, if discovered and resected at or before the stage A in the Dukes classification, in which the cancerous proliferation is limited to the wall of the colon and rectum without any metastasis.